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ICMR, Int' AIDS Vaccine to carry out phase-I of combo AIDS vac trial

Nandita Vijay, Bangalore
P oraiian Councl of Medical
Research (ICMRB) and Inter-
national ATDS ¥Vaccine Tri-
tiative are now gearing up
to carry out the phase-I stady
of a combination vaccine {or
Human I:I:m‘nuhﬂduﬁcl{em:}'
Virus {(HIVY) in the country. The
combination vaccine is ADAX
ol THC-M4. The trials will be
undertaken at the MNational
AIDS Research Institute, Pine
and at TH Besearch Centre,
Chepmai.

Although this & Inclia's third
AIDS vaccine trial, it will be the
firsl study on velunteers for a
combination vaccin.

The key objectivee of the study
o yinlunteers is that itis a princi-
pal booster approach with a sin-
gle vacdne to activate the intial
i pesponse which is being
fared wp by v second vaccination
afterwards. Tobegin with, for the
study, of the 32 healthy volun-
peers hive been identifiod, 16 of
therm will al the National AIDS
Research Instibute, Pune and one
ot the TB Research Centre, Chen-

nai who will receive fwo dosages

of the ADAX shots followed by
two dosages of TBC-WM4
ADVAX is a DNA wvaccine,
designed by Aaron Diamond
Research Centre in New York
and the TBC-MA is an ATDS vac-
cine candidate made by an LS

firm m colbaboration with Indian ¢+

scientist Prof, Seldhar Chakrabar-
t whe is-a molecular biologist
and visiting fellow at National
[mstitutes of Health, TSA work-
ing on viral diseases including
HIVIATDS and Rotavins.
When the indigenous Modi-
fied Vaccinia Ankara (MVA)
vaocine was tested in 2006-07, it

wiis indicated that despite its |
high levels of safety parameters i
un humans il showed poor

immune response to take it to ©

the next phase of clinical trials, |
[ was then that the scientists at
the MNatlonal AIDS Research f

[matitute, Pune looked at a sub-
stitule  option where il was
docided to take MYVA in combi-

nation with an imported DNA |

vaceing statod soaroes,

In 2005, India mitisted the §

first "hase | trial at NARI,
Mune which saw an enrisll-
ment of 3 voluntoersand was

completed in December 206,
Asecond phase-1 was held to
beat the MVA vaceine was held
al TRA, Chennai which saw
32 wolunteers undergo the
study. Now the third study is
expectad top take off in a few

weeks at NARI and TEA,
Since 1987, more that 10 glob-
al trals have been carried oul
wilth 40 kinds of AIDS vaccine
on 15,000 volunteers, Soeme ol
these global studies are either
complete or ongeing at Aus-

tralia, China, Brazil, Botswana,
He|g'u1rn. Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, Haiti, Kenya,
Malawi, Peru, Puerto Rico,
South Africa, Switzerland, Thai-
land, United Kingdom, LISA,
Trinidad and Uganda. 3



