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City scientists plan study on HIV link to nerve disorders

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
FEBRUARY 5

HE latest in the West is
I studigs on neurnATDS,
where th.lp'rt:uimhuk
into the brain
But Punc s ubtﬂn‘ﬁinﬂﬂ:h&
National AIDS Research Insti-
tute (NARI has planned anam-
bitsous study 1o find the preva-
lenes of neuro-cognitive
impairment in HIV infected
indiiciaks.

WeuroAIDS is the cliical syn-
drome where paticntsforget
phone numbers and at times thelr
morvementis shackened. Butcon-
diticr of niot all HTV positive p-
tiertts worse i and doctons can't
prdietwho will gothrough this

ﬁﬁﬁmﬂmhmm

that scientists at the NART had

stundarhsed tests tosuit the In-

dian population and detect the

of HIV infected individuals.
Mow, armed with a batiery

af ‘Indian culture specific’

netrological tests 1o diag-

nise symptomswhichaf-

flict at beast oave n five

studywill get underway in

Pune, The study pirtners include
NAREand University of Califor-
nia, sisid Dr B 8 Paranjape, Diréc-
tor of MART, The Indian Cougmel
nfh'l:dm!Rcﬁm.ﬂ'J!{ll’.‘.h[R] has
given the green signal fir the
study, Dr Manishia Ghate, Assis-

tant Director, MART, suid,

Dir Sanjay Mehendale, Deputy
Director, Senj:u' Grude, MARI,
whoisthe investigator,
toalid Thhe i Exgwess thint stuclies

will be dome on 300 HIV

individuals and 300

whoare not affected with HI'V.

The Pune Munléipal Corpors-

thon (PMC) has provided a space

at Mol Colomy for seiting up
£n anti-retroviral ireatinent
{ ART) centre, apart from
Iaboratory facilities,

There is Increasing evidence in
thie Wiest that shows cognitive dif-
ficultics among HIV infected in-
dividuals and hence the study wil
include tests thal check metmory,
matorskills and neuro-psycho-
oygical function, According to

Cihiate, 3 pilot study using these
tests bad heen conducted among
A HIY infected Individuals and

47 per cent showed neuralagical

of HIV infected individunak. But
since people are fving longer
with the virus, the overall preva-
lence of neurnATDS appears 1o
be increasing researchess said,
“In India, we need (o answer
questions ke what s the preva-
lenge of these.
chanpesin HIV infected individ-
wals, pow do they mianifest clini-
cally nng aze there-any neurlig-
cal benefits af anti-retroviral
therapy,” Ghite said.

Clinical trials

¥ The Mational AJD'S Research institute (NARE) ot
Pune and Tibérodlosis Research Cantie (THC) 3t
Chennai will conduct a phase elinkeal trizl 1o testa
comblnation of two AIDS vactine andidates.

B D¢ R § Paranjape, Directarof MARE, said the twa
vacting candidates inchitde ADVAX and TEC-MA
thiat willl B tested in-a prime hoast regimen. A fo-
tal of 32 vobuniteers will be anrolled for the tal
thatwill start soon at Pupe snd Chermas, YRG
CARE, Chennal, will collaborate with the TR for
adycacy and communicy mobilisation fos the
phase 1 trial.

A statement issied hees said the joint trial will be
eosducted by the [ndian Catmes of Medical Re-
siareh [FCMBYyand the Matonal AIDS Contral Or-
ganisation (NACC) and Imeenartianal AIDS Vaceine
Initiative LAVI),

 The TBC-Aid varcine cardidite wes tested by
ICMR; WACD 2nd LAV ata phase 1 1rial at the TRE
[ Chennai earfierand the restfts wen pramising.
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