Edition: Pune

Sakal Times

Date: 06-02-2009

Combination of two AIDS vaccines to be tested clinically
Page no: 4 Clip size: H: 18 em / W: 10 cm

imma’

Combination of two
AIDS vaccines to be
tested clinically

Hew Dalhi; The Ipdisn Coyneil.

of Medical HResearch (TCMERE)
has decided to imitinte Thase |
clintcal trinl to test o combing-
tion of two AIDS vaccine can-
didates, ADVAX ond TBEC-MA4,
in a ‘prime-boost’ reglmen bo
prevent the dreaded disease

Trime-boost® [ 8 way of
combining two different vac-
cine candidates. with the hope
of getting a betfer response
from the body's immune sys-
tem than giving either vaccine
candidate alone,

ADVAK, o plasmid. DNA
ATDS vaccine candidare, will be
used for priming the imnnne
response. TBC-M4, an AIDS
vaseine candidate based on o
visctor buill from recombinant
Modified WVacclnia®  Ankiica
CRIVAD, il b used o hoodse
the ‘initial immune response
generated by ADVAX.

The trial will'be conducted nr
the Natiomal AIDS Reseirch In-
sfitute (NARD in Pane, and the
Tuberculosis Research Centre
{ TRCY i € lvenmai,

It will be under the aegls
of a Memorandum of Under-
stinding - between the Union
Giovernment through the TCME
and the Mational AIDRS Control
Crgandsation and: the not-for-
prafit Interpational ALDS Vae-

cine Initimtive (1AVT),

VM Katoch, Secretary, De-
parttent of Health Research
and the Director-Ciencral of the
TEME, said, “The ICMR is com-
mitted to give the best available
fools to conirol  HIV/ALDS
Our parinership with IAVE is
helping us in bringmg new
viccines but also in capacity
development and infrstructure
strengtheninge,”

The decision ta initate the
trial follows promising results
of the Phase T trial af the TRC-
4 waceine candidate recently
announced by TCMIR, NACO
and TAVL

In collaboration with Lon-
don's Imperfal College, TAVI
recently initiated the trial n
Lomchon to rest the prime-boost
combination of ADVAX and
THRC-K. pa '
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